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The Cochrane Collaboration:
• producing systematic reviews
• supporting guideline development

Cochrane methods
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Archie Cochrane

“It is surely a great criticism of our 
profession that we have not 
organized a critical summary, by 
specialty or subspecialty, adapted 
periodically, of all relevant 
randomized controlled trials.”
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Preparing, maintaining and promoting the accessibility
of systematic reviews of the effects of health care 
interventions
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“Our vision is that healthcare decision-making 
throughout the world will be informed by high- 
quality, timely research evidence. We will play a 
pivotal role in the production and dissemination of 
this evidence across all areas of health care.”
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How do those reviews get there?
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http://www.evidence.nhs.uk/
http://www.eguidelines.co.uk/index.php
http://guideline.gov/index.aspx
http://guideline.gov/index.aspx
http://guideline.gov/index.aspx
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Time and money

http://guideline.gov/index.aspx
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QualityQuality
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What do we do to try and help readers put 
the evidence into practice?



UK Cochrane Centre 17The  UK Cochrane Centre’s Scoops from the Groups
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1. List of all important outcomes (desirable and undesirable)

2. A measure of the typical burden of these outcomes on control 
group

3. Absolute and relative magnitude of effect (if both are 
appropriate)

4. Numbers of participants in studies addressing these outcomes

5. Rating of quality of evidence for each outcome

6. Space for comments
Schunemann HJ, Oxman AD, Higgins JPT, Vist GE, Glasziou P, Guyatt GH. Chapter 11: Presenting results 
and ‘Summary of Findings’ tables. In: Higgins JPT, Green S (editors),  Cochrane Handbook for Systematic 
Reviews of Interventions. Chichester (UK): John Wiley &Sons, 2008.
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Summary of Findings tables: 6 elements 
using a fixed format
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GRADE assessment: quality of evidence 
across studies for the outcome
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– high: further research is very unlikely to change our 
confidence in estimate of effect

– moderate: further research likely to have impact on 
confidence in the estimate of effect and may change the 
estimate

– low: further research is very likely to have an important 
impact on our confidence in the estimate of effect, and is 
likely to change the estimate

– very low: any estimate of effect is very uncertain



Categories of quality –
 

alternative 
definitions

• High: We are confident that the true effect lies close to that of 
the estimate of the effect. 

• Moderate: The true effect is likely to be close to the estimate 
of the effect, but there is a possibility that it is substantially 
different.

• Low: The true effect may be substantially different from the 
estimate of the effect.

• Very low: Any estimate of effect is very uncertain.
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The Cochrane Collaboration:
• producing high quality, up-to-date and relevant 

systematic reviews
• supporting guideline development
• encouraging translation into practice

– through design of the product
– through engagement with stakeholders
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